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Overview

• Self-Termination vs Self-Determination

• Inherent Rights and Title

• Doctrine of Discovery and Colonial Policies

• International Treaties No. 1 to 11

• Legal and Political Framework

• Nation-to-Nation Government-to-Government 
Relationship











• 14th Century Papal Bull 1493
• Indigenous people are not human or Christian; they do not have sovereignty and 

government; they do not have title to lands and resources; they do not have rights.

• Doctrine of Discovery
• Explorers of the empires took illegal control of indigenous land and resources. The empires 

implemented the doctrine of the “Law of Dominance” that made it legal to kill Indigenous 
peoples.

• The Empire and Canadian Colonial Policies
• Objectives: Christianization, Civilization, Integration, Assimilation, Liquidation
• 1947 Plan to Liquidate Canada’s Indian Problem within 25 years.
• 1974/76 Native Policies
• 1980 Buffalo Jump Policies
• Amending or constructing new laws to terminate the Special Status and Rights of Indians.
• Provincial governments terminating the special and unique programs and services for 

Indians under the Treaties and Constitutions.

Doctrine of Discovery and Colonial Policies



Symptoms of 

Loss of Control

• Poverty.

• Poor life skills.

• High drop-out rates.

• High rates of suicide.

• High rate of substance abuse.

• High numbers of violent deaths.

• High rates of teenage pregnancy.

• Destruction of the Kinship/Clan systems.

• Loss of our cultural values.

• Loss of our spiritual beliefs.

• Loss of pride in heritage and culture.

• Loss of our traditions, customs and practices.

• Loss of original language skills and knowledge.

• Loss of individual responsibility and accountability.

• Poor parenting skills resulting in child neglect and abuse.

• Youth violence, gang activity, drug trafficking and other illegal activities.

• High number of children in the provincial child welfare system care and control.

• High rate of involvement with the justice system resulting in high incarceration rates.

• Poor relationship skills resulting in high rates of family dysfunction, violence, abuse and breakdown.

• Low employment rates resulting in high numbers of social assistance recipients.

• Loss of political control and systems resulting in political disruptions, turmoil and breakdown in our communities.
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Interface of Legal and Jurisdictional Relations



Legal and 
Political 
Framework

The Framework is governed by:

▪ Sovereign Relations

▪ Inherent Rights and Title

▪ International Treaties 1 to 11

▪ Royal Proclamation of 1763

▪ Constitution Act 1982

▪ International Laws

▪ United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)

▪ American Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples

A new framework does 
not need to be 
negotiated because 
the existing 
framework  identifies 
the lawful and political 
mandate to implement 
everything that has 
been included in the 
processes of 
reconciliation.



Three forms of Frameworks and Implementation
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Nation Relations
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Nation-to-Nation Government-to-Government Relations 
Ministries and Departments

Ministries and 

Departments with 

the functions for:

• Political 

Relations

• Treaty Relations

• Economic 

Relations

• Fiscal Relations

• Judicial 

Relations

• International 

Relations



Schedule of Special and Unique Laws

FN Government
Jurisdiction and Law

Federal Government 
Jurisdiction and Law

Fiscal Relations and 
Fiscal Arrangements

Implementation

Sectors requiring laws based on inherent rights and treaty under the systems of 
FN communities and/or intertribal:

• Justice and Judicial System

• Citizenship/Membership

• Inherent Rights and Title,  
Treaty Rights

• Culture, Language, 
Spirituality

• Education

• FN Title to Lands

• FN Title to Resources

• Parks and Protected Areas

• Resource Revenue Sharing

• Housing, Public Works and 
Infrastructure

• Hunting, Fishing, Trapping 
and Gathering

• Health and Social 
Development

• ICFS

• Social Safety Net

• Political Relations

• Administration and 
Enforcement 

• Fiscal Relations

• Finance and 
Administration Acts

• FN Tax Regime

• Internal and External 
Affairs

• Economic and 
Development

(Not an exhaustive list.)





Fiscal Relations and 

Sources of Revenue

Between First 

Nations and Canada



First Nations Social Safety Net
A Nation-to-Nation social transfer of supplementary funding and 

income security by sector for individuals and families.



Questions or Comments?


